2025 Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Guide Pre Screening, Diagnostics, & Evaluations
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Beginning in October, a subgroup of the Breeders’ Cup veterinary team will begin to pre-
screen all potential starters.
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Things that we're looking for include irregular training patterns, vets list history, medical
records, and other pertinent information.
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If potential issues are identified, we may ask a regulatory veterinarian at the horse’s home
track to do a physical exam on our behalf.
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Horses of concern may be required to undergo advanced diagnostic imaging.
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For possible starters or pre-entered contenders, the Breeders’ Cup will cover the associated
costs of these additional measures.
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Trainers of horses with unique ways of going are encouraged to contact the Breeders’ Cup
veterinary team in advance with information about the hor's known unique gate.
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Immediately following pre-entry, which is just under two weeks out from the championships,
the Breeders’ Cup Veterinary Team begins examinations of pre-entered runners in person at
racetracks across the country.
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Once a contender arrives on the grounds for the World Championships, the Breeders’ Cup
Veterinary Team and the host regulatory veterinarians work together to conduct daily
inspections of all runners, both on the track with weight up and in hand in the stable area.
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Horses of concern are placed on a watch list and a team or teams of veterinarians are assigned
to those horses until they are cleared to run or are scratched from the race.
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Scratch times for race days are delayed until the morning of race day to give the runner the
maximum opportunity of time to present sound for racing.
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Within 72 hours prior to entry, each contender's attending veterinarian must examine the
horse that is planning to be entered and declare the horse racing sound via the entry exam
form found within the horseman's information guide.
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This form must be submitted no later than 10:00 a.m. on entry day and can be found at
members.breederscup.com.
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